cover over tAe coals with ashes, truly the embers will
live and last a year or more. And just so fares it with
rancour; when it is once conceived in the hearts of
some men, certainly it will last, perchance, from one
Easter-day to another Easter-day, and longer. But
truly, such men are very far from the mercy of God
all that while.
In this aforesaid Devil's furnace there are forged
three evils: pride that ever fans and increases the fire
by chiding and wicked words. Then stands up envy
and holds the hot iron upon the heart of man with a
pair of long tongs of abiding rancour. And then
stands up the sin of contumely, or strife and wran-
gling, and strikes and hammers with villainous re-
proaches. Certainly, this cursed sin injures both die
man who does it and his neighbour/For truly, al-
most all the harm that any man does to his neighbour
comes from wrath. For certainly, outrageous wrath
does all that the Devil orders; for it spares neither
Christ nor His Sweet Mother. And in his outrageous
anger and ire, alas! full many a one at that time
feels in his heart right wickedly, both as to Christ
and as to His saints. Is not this a cursed vice? Yes,
certainly. Alas! It takes from man his wit and his
reason and all the kindly spiritual life that should
guard his soul. Certainly, it takes away also God's
due authority, and that is man's soul and the love
of his neighbour. It strives always against truth, also.
It bereaves him of the peace of his heart and subverts
his soul.
From anger come these stinking engenderings:
first hate, which is old wrath; discord, by which a
man forsakes his old friend whom he has long loved.
And then come strife and every kind of wrong that
man does to his neighbour, in body or in goods. Ot
this cursed sin of anger comes manslaughter also.
And understand well that homicide, manslaughter,
that is, is of different kinds- Some kinds of homicide
are spiritual, and some are bodily. Spiritual man*
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